Minutes of MUG meeting on 17th October 2001

Present: A.Blondel, R.Edgecock, J.Ellis, H.Haseroth and V.Palladino

Excused: Enrrique Fernandez, Ken Peach, Michel Spiro Paolo Strolin, (all four had sent comments and opinions concerning points 1 and 2 and 3 of the agenda.) 
(1) Minutes of previous meeting

Objections to the minutes had been received from one member of MUG, but the others, had found them an accurate record of what happened. They were thus accepted without modification.

(2) Matters arising

Following the discussion at the previous meeting and subsequently, it was concluded that the structure of MUG should remain the same, with the same chair, until MCOG has been created. Alain proposed to present this to the plenary meeting.

                                                                                     Action: AB

It was agreed that Rob Edgecock would act as secretary for future meetings and represent Ken when he could not attend.

(3) Letter to the delegates/Lorenzo Foa

In light of the current financial problems at CERN, the idea of sending a letter to the CERN delegates was discussed electronically before the meeting and during it. It was concluded that such a letter might be better coming from Lorenzo Foa and hence that Alain should discuss this with him.

                                                                                   Action: AB

In addition, Alain had already arranged a meeting with the DG on these matters. For this, and the ECFA meeting in November, he will highlight the significant progress in NF R&D since last year and the level of international collaboration already existing.

(4) Aims and organisation of studies of a NF complex

The role of MUG and its relationship with MCOG were discussed. Although it has been fairly informal to date, MUGs primary roles are to organise the ECFA studies and ensure that the machine studies are in line with the physics goals. MCOG, on the other hand, is likely to be populated by those at a directorate level and will be worry more about finances, etc. Alain and Helmut will represent MUG on MCOG meetings. However, once it exists, it is likely MUGs role will have to become more formal and its role and mission better defined. It was suggested that Alain talk to Claude Detraz to get a mandate from CERN for the both the NF activities and MUG.

                                                                                   Action: AB

(5) Status of activties

· Yellow report - all the sections of this are done except for neutrino oscillations, which Alain will now collate, and the muon collider, which Patrick Janot will finish. The near detector, muon and kaon sections have all been made into hep-ph documents. Alain suggested the accelerator section should be made into a PS report.

                                                                               Action: HH

      The report should be finished by the end of November.

· Physics studies – in the neutrino oscillations group, a possibly coherent programme with a superbeam from the SPL and a beta-beam has been discussed, with the advantage of using the same large water cerenkov detector. It  remains to be compared quantitatively with the neutrino factory based on a muon storage ring. The near detector group needs an experimental convener to make further progress and Paul Soler was suggested for this. Alain and Rob will check if he is happy to do this.

                                                                               Action: AB & RE

· Cooling experiment – A workshop has been arranged for 25th to 27th October. Helmut has found somebody to replace him as a technical task force  convener for the magnets, Jean-Michel Rey from Saclay.

· Detectors – A workshop on a Large Magnetic Detector is taking place in Sitges from 9th to 11th November.

(6) Next meeting

The date of Thursday 15th November at 2pm, was suggested, to be checked for availabilities. 
