Geneva, October 18, 2001

By this letter, we wish to bring to your attention our concern as physicists that the present difficult situation of CERN should not endanger its long-term future. CERN is blessed with the LHC project, which promises an exciting programme of exploration. We already know that exploration beyond the LHC energy scale, as well as fundamental questions not addressed by the high-energy exploration such as the mass spectrum and mixing of neutrinos, will require accelerators after LHC. At present two main R&D lines are pursued at CERN: investigations towards a high-energy (3-5 TeV) linear collider (CLIC) and towards a neutrino factory complex including a high intensity proton accelerator and a muon accelerator and storage ring. Both are novel and cutting-edge projects, which would ensure major breakthroughs in the knowledge of nature. It is too early to tell which would be more appropriate to CERN and research for both must continue. 

Accelerator R&D is a difficult and lengthy process. CERN will only keep its central leading role if it keeps investing in its long-term future. Accelerator research and development at CERN is, as foreseen in the Medium Term Plan, at a low level of funding, and a recent report by ECFA ( ECFA/01/213) has strongly recommended “increased support for accelerator R&D activity in European universities, national facilities and CERN”.

In the present difficult situation, we would like to encourage delegates to make every effort to ensure that funding for accelerator R&D at CERN remains at a level sufficient to allow CERN to continue its development. Clearly accelerator research should, at the same time, be supported at an increased level in European universities and laboratories outside CERN. It is important however that CERN remain capable to participate in a sufficient way to R&D projects so as to be able to form and maintain collaborations with other institutes in the member states and beyond. 

The Steering group of the ECFA and CERN studies of a Neutrino Factory Complex:

… 

The Steering group of the CLIC physics studies:     

… 

To the Delegates of  CERN members states
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